
Dear Vancouver Island MP, 

Re: Vancouver Island Rail and pending B.C. Court of Appeal deadline 

Your attention to this letter, which is in support of reinstating active rail service throughout the Vancouver 
Island Rail Corridor, is greatly appreciated. 

We ask that the Government of Canada urgently make that happen by taking these two steps: 

- Firstly, and critically, address the necessary consultation, accommodation, and reconciliation that 
needs to be undertaken with Vancouver Island First Nations in order to resolve historical grievances 
and issues emanating from the E&N land grants. 

- Secondly, agree on a plan with the Province of British Columbia for a modern railway service. 

As you are likely aware, VIA Rail suspended service in 2011 due to safety concerns. The ICF has failed to 
secure ongoing investment to return the entire railway in the corridor to active service, with the goal of 
connecting and building communities. 

In September 2021, in the matter of Snaw-Naw-As First Nation (SNA) v. Attorney General of Canada and 
Island Corridor Foundation, the B.C. Court of Appeal set a deadline of March 14th, 2023, after which, the 
B.C. Supreme Court would hear arguments to extinguish the rail right of way, placing the responsibility with 
Canada: “[100] …I consider a period of 18 months from the date of this judgment sufficient for Canada to 
determine whether it will approve funding for infrastructure improvements on the segment of the corridor that 
includes the SFN Reserve. If it determines not to approve funding or does not make a determination on or 
before that time, the appellant will be entitled to return to court to enforce its right of reversion.” 

The residents of Vancouver Island recognize that a loss of the railway will lead to significant negative 
environmental and economic impacts for future generations. 

 

There are several factors that heighten the urgency of addressing this issue immediately: 

1. This initiative represents a tremendous opportunity for the Federal and Provincial governments to 
prioritize reconciliation with the First Nations along the rail corridor. 

2. Transportation options for the residents of the Island are extremely constrained. The current options are 
restricted to automobiles or extremely limited and expensive and/or slow bus service. 

3. The highway system is facing delays and blockages due to growing traffic congestion, increasingly severe 
weather, and accidents. There is, in many areas, only one road in and out. When these links are slowed 
or closed individuals could be late to work or school, miss critical appointments like medical treatment, 
and miss ferry sailings. Most crucially many communities run the risk of shortages of food, supplies, and 
fuel while crippling the ability of first responders to reach victims. 

Why this is important



4. At almost 900,000 residents, we have experienced explosive population growth. But economic 
development within our communities is heavily dependent on access to safe, efficient, and cost-effective 
transportation, whereas the current highway system is nearing or exceeding capacity in many areas. 

5. The costs of adding highway capacity, both in construction and in environmental losses including precious 
parkland and wetlands, are horrendously high ($1 billion+ to build through or around the Malahat section 
through Goldstream Provincial Park alone) and are no longer aligned with the vision of a positive 
environmental future held by our society. 

6. We will benefit from greater efficiencies in the movement of freight and passengers, and co-existence 
with other transportation alternatives including trail networks. This presents a compelling case for climate 
action and will contribute far fewer GHG emissions per capita compared to road transportation. 

7. There are a growing number of successful examples in the United Kingdom, Germany, and the USA of 
restored, revitalized rail lines in regions similar to Vancouver Island that could be followed. There are also 
examples in Canada of First Nations’ involvement with and equal ownership of rail (Hudson’s Bay 
Railway to Churchill, MB, Algoma Central Railway in Ontario, and Tshiuetin Rail Transportation in 
Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador). 

8. Revitalizing rail on Vancouver Island could also be the key to unlocking Port of Vancouver congestion 
while growing our economy through resolving supply chain issues: by enabling Port Alberni to serve as 
a  container port where containers would be loaded on/off railcars and moved to/from the mainland. 

 

We note, and thank, the strong and dynamic investments being made by the Government of Canada in green 
transportation infrastructure, including the SkyTrain extensions, the new VIA Rail corridor fleet, and the High-
Frequency Rail initiative. Concluding an agreement to revitalize Vancouver Island rail would be in both the 
spirit and letter of the direction the Government is taking. 

We also are aware that it was the Federal Government that rescued the railway in 2002 when it was similarly 
threatened with abandonment. That action set the stage for and enabled the creation of the ICF, and the return 
of the ownership of the railway corridor to the people of Vancouver Island. The ICF employees, which are 
answerable to the Board made up of representatives from Vancouver Island Regional Districts and First 
Nations, can facilitate the rebuilding of the railway better than it was before, with service that meets our needs 
now and into the future. And which can ensure that the agreement being sought will be executed fairly, 
sensibly, respectively,  responsibly, and successfully. 

This is an endeavour for which your support is critical, and on which hinges the future of safe, equitable, and 
reliable transportation on Vancouver Island. The rail corridor is still there, for now, and with the commitment 
from the governments of Canada and British Columbia, we look forward to realizing the benefits of active rail 
throughout the corridor to serve future generations. 

Together, we stand at a strategic crossroads – It is time to think differently and move forward with rail. 

Respectfully 

yours, Concerned 

Citizen

Our request


